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To our Guests:  Welcome! 

Worship Patterns in Pandemic Days 
 

God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
with us in spirit as they watch and pray at home. God strengthen us all 
through his word and promise in our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
The coronavirus infection continues to threaten people who have not 
been vaccinated and some who are fully vaccinated. In our determined 
care for each other, please follow these rules: 
 

• If you arrived with a cough, fever, sniffles or other symptoms of a 

respiratory infection, please say a quiet prayer, excuse yourself, and go 

home.  

• All services are “mask-optional” for people who have been vaccinated. 

Go without one if you wish. Wear one if you wish. 

• If you haven’t been vaccinated, please be sure to wear a mask for your 

own safety and as way of caring for the people around you. 

• Singing is permitted at all services, though we urge you to sing quietly. 

• Continue to observe social distancing rules. 

• Continue for the time being to sit only in marked pews. Use your 

judgment on how close you wish to be to people at the other end. 

Listen kindly to their concerns if they have any. 

• Continue to share the Peace with a nod, a bow or a wave of the hand. 

No handshakes or hugs yet. 

• At communion we will continue to use the pouring chalice and 

individual cups. The pastors will mask when they consecrate the 

elements and wear a glove to distribute the host. 
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Third Sunday after Epiphany 
January 23, 8:30 & 11 am 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “Prelude on ‘How Firm a Foundation,’” arr. Patricia Lou Harris 

 

Entrance 

Stand as the cross enters from the side door 

 

Confession and Forgiveness Stand as you are able 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirt. 
C Amen. 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of 
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, 
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for self-examination. 
 

P Gracious God, 

C have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned from you and 
given ourselves into the power of sin.  We are truly sorry and 
humbly repent.  In your compassion forgive us our sins, known 
and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to 
do.  Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that 
we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn “Arise, Your Light Has Come!” #314 
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Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 

Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 

P Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory and 
led many to faith by the works of your Son, who brought gladness and 
salvation to his people. Transform us by the Spirit of his love, that we 
may find our life together in him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
You may be seated 
 

The Word of God 

First Reading Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

1All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the 
Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of 
Moses, which the LORD had given to Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra 
brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who 
could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh 
month. 3He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early 
morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and 
those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to 
the book of the law. 5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the 
people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all 
the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all 
the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they 
bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 
8So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. 
They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 
  9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, 
and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is 
holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people 
wept when they heard the words of the law. 10Then he said to them, “Go 
your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to 
those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and 
do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 
 The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 19:7-14 

 
Cantor/Choir sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 

 Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print and refrain 

 
7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and re- | vives the soul; 
  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom | to the simple. 
8The statutes of the LORD are just and re- | joice the heart; 
  the commandment of the LORD is clear  
        and gives light | to the eyes. 
9The fear of the LORD is clean and en- | dures forever; 
  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous | altogether. 
10More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb. Refrain 
 

11By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is | great reward. 
12Who can detect one’s | own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my | secret faults. 
13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;  
  let them not get dominion | over me; 
  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a | great offense. 
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart  
  be acceptable | in your sight, 
  O LORD, my strength and | my redeemer. Refrain 
 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For 
in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, 
slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
  14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the 
foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” 
that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear would 
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say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not 
make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where 
would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the 
sense of smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, 
each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, where would 
the body be? 20As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21The eye 
cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the 
feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the members of the body 
that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and those members of the body 
that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less 
respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24whereas our more 
respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, 
giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25that there may be no 
dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for 
one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one 
member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 
  27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And 
God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third 
teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, 
forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all 
prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of 
healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31aBut strive for the 
greater gifts. 

The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand as you are able 

Gospel Acclamation  

 
Gospel Luke 4:14-21 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, 
and a report about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He 
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began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
  16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to 
the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 
17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the 
scroll and found the place where it was written: 18“The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor.” 20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat 
down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began 
to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

You may be seated 
 

Sermon Pastor Burce 

Stand as you are able  
 

Song of the Day “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,” #311 

 

Apostle’s Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen 
 

Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

A Lord, in your mercy. . .  
C Hear our prayer 
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Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.   

 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
You may be seated 
 

Offering  “O God of God, O Light of Light,” arr. Carl Schalk 

 
A Let us pray. God of abundance, 
C You have blessed us with these gifts. Grant us patience and hope 

as we commit them to your service for the care and redemption of 
all that you have made; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn:  
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P Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  Amen. 
 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
You may be seated 
 

Communion 

 

 

Communion  “One Bread, One Body,” #496 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you 
in his grace. 

C Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer 

A We thank you, gracious Father, for this foretaste of the age to come 
when hunger is no more, and every heart is filled with joy. Send us now 
in the strength of this promise to spend our days as signs of hope for 
all creation, and as agents of your life-giving love in Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  

C Amen. 
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Sending 

Blessing 

P Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

Sending Song “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve,” #551 

 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude “We Are Marching in the Light of God,”  

arr. Robert Buckley Farlee 
  

 
Liturgy from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019. 
Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with License #SB131019.  
“Prelude on ‘How Firm a Foundation,’” arr. Patricia Lou Harris © 1998 Augsburg Fortress 
“Arise, Your Light Has Come,” Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc. 
Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
“O God of God, O Light of Light,” arr. Carl Schalk © 1982 Concordia Publishing House 
“One Bread, One Body,” Text and music © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publications 
“The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve,” Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, admin. OCP Publications 
“We Are Marching in the Light of God,” arr. Robert Buckley Farlee © 2001 Augsburg Fortress 

 

Serving Today 

Preaching Minister – Pastor Burce 

Presiding Minister – Pastor Bridger 

Assisting Ministers – Ron Coulter (8:30); Janice Snyder (11) 

Acolytes – Emily Quayle (8:30); Noah Bridger (11) 

Cantor – Claire Connelly (8:30) 

Organist – Connie Triplett 

Deacons – Ray Durban (8:30); Amy & Mark Hunger (11) 

Altar Guild – Debbie Luekens, Martha Trapp 
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In our Prayers 

• The mission of the Gospel 

• The mission of Lutheran schools 

• The divided church 

• People under threat 

• Road crews and utility workers 

• In need of healing:  Jay Machado, Carol Moritz, Sue Nerlinger, Dave 
Price 

 

This Week’s Commemorations 

Jan. 26—TIMOTHY, TITUS, and SILAS, St. Paul’s missionary co-workers.   
 
Jan 27—LYDIA, DORCAS, AND PHOEBE, witnesses to the faith and 
supporters of St. Paul’s ministry.   
 
Jan. 28—THOMAS AQUINAS, d. 1274, a Dominican priest and one of the 
greatest figures in the history of Western thought.  His theology, a 
correlation of Christian faith and the philosophy of Aristotle, continues to 
be enormously influential, especially in Roman Catholic circles.   

 
 

God’s Word for Next Week 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 


